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Edge Award:  Swan Coach House Gallery 
Announces Changes to Prize for Local Artists 
 
Evolution of the Forward Arts Foundation’s Emerging Artist 
Award reflects Atlanta’s changing art community; honors Betty 
and Bob Edge 
 
January 16, 2019 – The Forward Arts Foundation (FAF) is proud to announce that their annual award 

previously known as the Emerging Artist Award has been re-named the Edge Award.  The newly 

named award, with new criteria, will be presented this April. 

The Edge Award will grant an early- to mid-career visual artist a $10,000 grant and a solo exhibition at 

the Swan Coach House Gallery. Additional enhancements this year include a two-week residency at 

The Hambidge Center and mentorship opportunities.   

The name change, from Emerging Artist Award to the Edge Award, serves as both a point of 

distinction and a tribute to Betty and Bob Edge.  Twenty years ago, the Edges recognized that public 

funding for artists had dwindled, and they were determined to provide local artists with opportunities 

and financial support.  Hence, the creation of the FAF Emerging Artist Award in 1999.  Over the past 

two decades the Edges have continued to make a significant impact on the arts in Atlanta, and FAF is 

delighted to re-name this award in their honor. 

The criteria for the Award have also been improved out of a desire to support early- to mid-career visual 

artists of merit in the greater Atlanta area by providing them with the resources to grow creatively and 

the opportunity to exhibit their work.  The Edge Award will continue to grant the four finalists $2,000 

each and an opportunity to include a work of art in the annual Edge Award Exhibition.  



After awarding nearly $262,000 to artists over the past 20 years, FAF felt it was time to review the 

relevancy of the Emerging Artist Award.  Taking into account the changing needs of Atlanta artists, and 

their desire to enhance the award itself, FAF remained focused on supporting local visual artists and 

the Atlanta arts community. “Twenty years is a milestone that deserves reflection and review,” said 

Leslie Morgan, chair of the Edge Award.  “Our hope is to propel the career of local visual artists in an 

impactful and long-lasting way.” 

The process to determine the first Edge Award winner will begin in February 2019, with the 

announcement of the winner in April 2019.  The first Edge Award exhibition will be at the Swan Coach 

House Gallery in April 2020. 

AWARD CRITERIA: 
o Early- to mid-career visual artists of merit, with a clearly articulated art practice 
o No major solo exhibitions  
o No exclusive or current gallery representation  
o Reside in Metro Atlanta area for at least two years prior to being nominated 
o Artist may not be enrolled in arts degree program at time of nomination and must be out of 

such program for at least one year as of December.  If nominated in December 2018, an artist 
must have graduated by December 2017 

o No more than two nominations  
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Swan Coach House Gallery 

3130 Slaton Drive, N.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30305 

Open Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Tel: 404 266-2636    

Email: gallery@swancoachhouse.com 
Visit our website at www.swangallery.org 


